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Minute with a Wesleyan
Service Scholar
Courtney Jack, ‘19
Q: How has the CCE helped to develop
your leadership skills?
A: The CCE has given me so many
opportunities to put my skills into
action, whether it be through classes
that informed me of how to take action
or simply giving me opportunities to do service work.
Q: In what ways have you made an impact within the
community?
A: I make an impact in the community in multiple ways, but
currently, my most exciting venture is in a third-grade
classroom. I am basically an "assistant," meaning I do
everything. The most rewarding work I get to do is help the
kids that are not at the levels at which they should be; to
watch them grow and achieve makes me so proud. I also do a
backpack program for the elementary school, which requires
packing 50 bags full of food and then passing them out for the
kids to take home on the weekends. These bags go home with
students of families with financial struggles, and to know that I
did something that could be their only source of food for the
weekend is worth all of the time it takes.
Q: What advice would you give to someone looking to
become more engaged within their community?
A: I would say do it! There are so many resources around of
which we are completely unware and there are so many places
that could use help. Serving others is amazing, and I would
recommend it to anyone. I feel like it gives our lives purpose.
We are so blessed, fortunate, and are more than capable of
helping others in need. Although the feeling of helping
someone is rewarding, the feeling you get after seeing the
outcomes and reactions of the people and places you’ve
helped is even better; that is what makes it all worthwhile. I
encourage you to do it, whether it be for a couple of hours a
month or a couple a week, wherever you go, your work will be
appreciated and you will want to do more.
Courtney is a sophomore nursing major from Buckhannon, WV.

Community Partner
Highlight
A new football service initiative called ROAR—Reach
Out And Respond—began with a senior football
player, Alec Buchmelter. He came to the CCE with an
idea which then developed into a team-wide service
project that gives the players an opportunity to
choose and support a service partner for the
semester.
“Service is one of the Four Pillars of our Football
Program, and the leadership structure of ROAR has
done a great job of giving our young men an
opportunity to improve the Buckhannon
community. The ROAR program doesn't just give our
young men an opportunity to serve; they've been
set up in programs that they can own, embrace and
truly look forward to being a part of.” -Tony Testa,
Offensive Line Coach for the WVWC football team
The current choices include Read Aloud at Stockert
Youth Center and Union Elementary, Get Up and Get
Moving, and the Clothes Closet at the Parish House.
All football players are participating and there are
plans to expand further into athletics this fall.
Q: Can you describe your experience working at
your service site?
A: My service site is amazing. The love and
encouragement the entire school gives to the
children makes me thankful to be a part of it. They
are truly one big family. I am constantly thanked for
the work I do, and I know it is appreciated by all.
The kids in my classroom welcome me with hugs
and smiles every morning. Going to my service site
is like a vacation away from reality, because for that
amount of time, I am not focused on the stresses of
life, but how thankful I am to be there.

WE LEAD


Dog Park: The Animal Welfare team has been partnering with the Buckhannon Dog Park Committee to bring a
safe, fun place for our furry friends to play right here in town. The tentative location is next to the Riverwalk, a
perfect place for community members to bond and exercise with their pets. Right now, the group is exploring
funding options.



Poverty Simulation: The America’s Children team executed another successful Poverty Simulation for the WVWC
community on February 23rd. This event allows participants to step into the reality faced by over 43 million people
in the US, in the hopes that they gain a new perspective on the lives of others.



Coffee and Conversation: The Invisible Illness team partnered with the Gender Equality team and WVWC
counselor, Lori Thompson, to discuss women and depression. This event brings people together over the comfort
of coffee to have deep, insightful conversations surrounding various topics.



Get Up & Get Moving: The Appalachian Experience team is making steady progress with this monthly event.
WVWC students join Rock Cave, Union, and Tennerton Elementary schools for a fun after-school program in order
to combat the issue of childhood obesity.

LEAP
Twenty-nine students made the decision to join the Leadership Exploration through Applied Practice (LEAP) program,
bringing the total number of students in the program to 146. These students are contributing in various capacities, but
in February alone, participants dedicated 65+ hours to developing their personal leadership knowledge and skills. The
highlight session during the month of February was the “Explore Your Strengths” session taught by Katie Loudin ‘07.
When surveyed about the session, newcomer to the LEAP program, Jenna Fuerst ‘20 said “I learned that people find
more success when they focus on building their strengths, instead of focusing on "fixing" their weaknesses. Knowing
my strengths and how to use them with others will really help me in the future. I can apply this knowledge to any
future job I hold, group projects, teamwork, and within the realm of personal relationships.” Reflections like this one
from Jenna are constant reminders of how important leadership development opportunities for our students are vital
component to their collegiate experience that benefits them now, as graduates entering the workforce, and as
educated men and women living out the Wesleyan mission throughout their life.

Upcoming Events
DEP Youth Expo at Stockert
Youth Center, featuring the
Avian Conservation Center of
Appalachia


March 19

Social Justice Week


March 20—24

Engage Conference


March 25

If you have any questions or would like more information, please contact
wvwcservice@wvwc.edu or LeeAnn Brown at (304) 473-8161.
The Center for Community Engagement & Leadership Development is located on the
second floor of the Benedum Campus Center, behind the Bobcat Den.

